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Inside this issue:  

Hornsby Dog Training Club Inc 
(Affiliated with Dogs NSW) 

w: www.hornsbydogtraining.org.au 

e: hornsbydogtrainingclub@hotmail.com 

a: PO Box 3257, Asquith NSW 2077 

CLASS  T IMES :  

Puppy Class:  1:00 - 2:00pm 
 

Introduction Class:  2:00 - 3:00pm 
 

Class 1:  3:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Class 2:  3:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Class 3:  3:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Class 4:  3:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Advanced & Trialing:  2:00 - 3:00pm 
 

TESTING :  

Class 1:  2:30 - 3:00pm 
 

Classes 2, 3, 4:  3:00 - 4:00pm 
 

Please ensure your dog or puppy has been FULLY 
VACCINATED before coming to training. 
 

We also recommend vaccination against kennel 
cough.  Talk to your vet for further information. 
 

WHERE : Rofe Park, Galston Rd, Hornsby Heights 

 

WHEN : Sundays (rain, hail or shine except long weekends) 

 

CHECK -I N: All dogs must be checked-in prior to 
training.  Please do not allow your dog to approach 
others until check-in is complete. 
 

A $2.00 ground fee is payable at check-in. 
 

Please keep your dog on lead and under control at 
all times both before and during class.  

TRAINING INFORMATION 

Training will cease from 4 December to the end of January.  

Sunday 11December 12pmSunday 11December 12pmSunday 11December 12pm    

ChristmasChristmas   

PartyParty   

Date: Sunday 11 December  

Time: 12pm (midday)  

Where: Rofe Park training ground  

Lunch, soft drinks, tea and coffee 

provided  

What to Bring: folding table, chair, 

alcohol, dog.  

Fun for all the family!  

Doggie Fancy Dress  

Games and competitions for 

humans and canines 

Lots of GREAT PRIZES TO WIN!  

 

Parlez-vous Francaise? 3 

Presidentôs report 3 

Correct weight for dogs 4 

Clicker training 4 

Toxic human food for 
dogs  

5 

Good dog food, bad dog 
food   

6 

Chief instructors report 8 

Motivate or calm your 
dog during training 

8 

What does your body 
language say? 

9 

Summer = ticks 10 

PLEASE RSVP USING 

THE FORM ON THE BACK 

PAGE OR REGISTER AT 

THE CLUBHOUSE 

Join us for our Christmas party  
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HDTC The Post 

Hi everyone.  

Welcome to the last issue 

of The Post for 2011. The 

warmer weather is slowly 

getting to us and 

Christmas is around the 

corner.  Make sure you 

put 11 December on your 

calendar for the Christmas party and 

start planning now for the doggy fancy 

dress competition.  Donõt forget to 

RSVP using the form on the last page.  

Our Annual General Meeting has been 

held, see below for list of office bearers 

and committee members.   

A big thank you to David Le Lievre for 

all his efforts over the past year as 

Chief Instructor.  Due to Davidõs busy 

schedule, he has stepped down from 

Chief Instructor, however, fortunately 

we will still benefit from his training 

expertise every so often next year.  

Congratulations to Jo Tucker who has 

taken on the role of Chief Instructor.  

Jo has given the Club a great deal of 

her time over the year and has 

contributed greatly to the success of the 

Club.  We will all benefit from Joõs 

instruction in obedience training as 

well as her ability to understand and 

interpret dog behaviour.  

Thank you to Rose and Don Day plus 

Anne Eddins who turn up every 

Sunday to run the clubhouse and 

monthly BBQ, their time and efforts 

are greatly appreciated and ensure the 

smooth operation of the club.  

Our Training Instructors do a fantastic 

job, their tireless efforts contribute to 

our many successõ.  Our Instructors 

come from all over ( one even comes 
from Wagga Wagga! )  I have personally 

witnessed our Instructors work with 

ôproblemõ dogs turning them into 

obedient, stable, social dogs.  

We have a winner for the õScoff Stopperõ 

bowl competition - congratulations to 

Sarah, hopefully the bowl will be a hit 

with Remi and Razz!  

I hope you enjoy this issue and look 

forward to seeing everyone next year.   

Merry Christmas and here's to a great 

2012.  Happy Training !  

Andrea Rooney 
PS: if you would like to contribute to this 
publication, please email me at 
thepost@live.com.au.  I am always on 
the look out for interesting information 
and in particular stories about our fur 
members. 

Andrea & Lola 

                                                     Vale Marge Taylor 
Marge passed away at the end of September 2011, she is survived by her husband of  over sixty years, Vic.  
Marge and Vic were part of a group of founder members of HDTC circa 1959/60 and were very active 
members for many years, Marge as Treasurer and Vic as an Instructor. They were made life members of the 
club.  Later they became very successful exhibitors of their two Border collies ðDino & Barney. 

mailto:mailto:thepost@live.com.au?subject=The%20Post
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Parlez-vous Francaise?  
Meet Don Brodie - a 

member of HDTC since 

1979, currently our 

advanced and trialling 

instructor, previously he 

ran the clubs tracking 

trials. 

Don has trained 7 German 

Shepherd dogs to AOC (Australian Obedience 

Champion) standard as well as obtaining 

several tracking dog titles. He has the 

knowledge and natural ability to 

progress HDTC members to obedience 

trialling, perfecting both handler and dog 

in obedience skills and to possible 

championship standard.   

Don and his wife Elvina have many 

stories on their experiences with dog 

training over the years, one particular 

story involves how they trained a French 

speaking dog to AOC when both Don and 

Elvina speak no French!   Here is their 

ÓÔÏÒÙȣȣȣ 

7ÈÅÎ Ȱ3ÃÈÅÅÒ %ÃÌÉÐÓÅȱ (German Shepherd 

dog bred by Anne Eddins) was a 6 week old 

puppy, Jackie Kenny-Levick bought him 

ÁÎÄ ÃÁÌÌÅÄ ÈÉÍ Ȱ#ÁÌÉÐÈȱ (Caliph means 

successor). Jackie always trained her dogs 

in voluble French.  When Caliph was 2 

years old tragedy struck with the sudden 

death of his beloved mistress. With 

assistance from Anne Eddins, Don and 

Elvina took him in to live with his 2 litter 

brothers. 

Caliph was very sad, having lost Jackie, 

ÈÏ×ÅÖÅÒ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ $ÏÎ ÁÎÄ %ÌÖÉÎÁȭÓ 

kindness he overcame his depression 

BUT he had a language problem. Caliph 

had no idea what Don and Elvina were 

talking about during training sessions.  

After watching his litter brothers 

respond to commands he cottoned on to 

the general idea of things.  He learned 

quickly and successfully, was entered 

into trials and obtained his CDX (Companion 

Dog Excellence).   

As time passed Caliph developed a deep 

friendship with Don, who became his 

pack leader, Don successfully guided him 

through his UD (Utility Dog).  However, not 

content with his 3 titles he went on to his 

TD (Tracking Dog) and TDX (Tracking Dog 

Excellence). 

Thanks to Don and Elvina, this bilingual 

champion dog became an Australian 

/ÂÅÄÉÅÎÃÅ #ÈÁÍÐÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÅÁÒÌÙ ΪΡȭÓȢ  

*ÁÃËÉÅȭÓ ×ÉÓÈ ×ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÏÎÅ ÄÁÙ #ÁÌÉÐÈ 

would be an AOC, but little did she realise 

it would take 2 handlers and 2 languages 

to do it. 

Congratulations Scheer Eclipse AOC Caliph 

vous etes tres clever  

PRESIDENTõS REPORT 2011 
The Clubs membership numbers have remained 

constant at around three hundred and the number of 

members attending training is similar to previous 

years. This is the result of some ground 

improvements and heroic efforts from our very small 

instructor base.  

Insufficient numbers of available instructors has 

placed considerable pressure on the core team and 

improving this is the main focus for this year. We are 

examining all the strategies to improve the instructor 

base. Jo Tucker has assumed the mantle of Chief 

Instructor and her enthusiasm will go a long way 

towards pointing us in a positive direction. One 

positive note is we have started a Trialling Class 

which has been enthusiastically embraced by our 

members and should become a cornerstone for our 

successful future.  

We have endeavoured to add basic agility to our 

offer to members but this has been hampered by our 

reluctance to put more pressure on our instructors. 

This will again be in our sights as we believe it will 

keep our members coming back for training.  

Our Obedience Trial was very successful this year 

and ran smoothly and efficiently and all people who 

contributed to its success are to be congratulated. 

Entries were just slightly down on last year.  

Our small band of positive people on our committee 

and our Instructors are looking forward to a 

successful year of training at Hornsby Dog Training 

Club. 

John Sharp 
                 President     

Scheer German Shepherds 
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CORRECT WEIGHT FOR DOGS 

HDTC The Post 

Emaciated Thin Ideal Heavy Grossly Overweight 

Obesity in dogs can cause many serious health problems 

regardless of age. Too much weight stresses bones and joints, 

strains the heart and other internal organs, crowds the lungs, 

and turns a simple walk into a major chore. There is evidence 

to suggest overweight dogs suffer much the same risks and 

consequences as overweight humans.  

Malnourished dogs do not fare any better, they can suffer 

deficient crucial nutrients which can lead to serious nutritional 

issues. Signs of malnourishment include a bloated abdomen, 

bleeding gums, and an emaciated body with ribs clearly 

visible. 

To evaluate your dog go by the following process: 

LOOK AT YOUR DOG FROM THE SIDE 

Her tummy needs to tuck up from her chest and not be level 

with or hang below her chest. If you can easily see a dogôs 

ribs, sheôs probably underweight. But in some breeds, 

including Greyhounds, Whippets, and Italian Greyhounds, the 

dogôs ribs show at a normal weight. Breeds with heavy coats 

need closer scrutiny because you probably canôt see ribs even 

when the dog is underweight, so try the next two steps for a 

more complete assessment. 

LOOK AT YOUR DOG FROM ABOVE  

As you stand over her and look down, your dog needs to have 

a visibly tucked-in waist, but her hipbones shouldnôt protrude 

too severely. If your dog looks like a barrel, a sausage, or a 

small beach ball with legs, sheôs probably overweight. If her 

hips protrude sharply, sheôs probably underweight. If she has a 

nice curve inward at the waist, sheôs probably at a good 

weight. 

FEEL YOUR DOGôS SIDES FOR THE RIBS 

This test is especially important for heavily coated dogs, 

whose fur often conceals weight issues. If you can feel no 

evidence that your dog possesses a rib cage, sheôs probably 

overweight. 

Credit: Courtesy of Nestle Purina Pet Care Co  

CLICKER TRAINING 
Clicker training is an efficient, 

effective, humane and fun way to 

train.  A clicker is a small plastic 

device with a metal plate that makes 

a noise when pressed and is paired 

with something of intrinsic value to 

your dog such as food rewards.  This 

improves communication during the 

training process.  

A clicker is also known as a marker - 

it marks a specific action or 

behaviour which lets your dog know 

he has done the right thing and will 

now receive a reward.  

To use the clicker, you click (mark) 

the instant your dog achieves the 

desired behaviour you are aiming for.  

For example, when you are teaching 

the drop/down position you click the 

moment he drops.  After you have 

clicked, always give a treat.  

By clicking the instant the behaviour 

happens, you are telling your dog 

that òby dropping on command just 

earned him a food reward! ó 

The advantage of using a clicker 

enables you to pinpoint the exact 

moment your dog has earned a 

reward, resulting in much more 

precise communication during 

training sessions - this in turn will 

speed up the training process.  

Hornsby Dog Training Club sell 

clickers for $4.00. If you are 

interested in using a clicker for 

training, please see the friendly 

volunteers in the clubhouse on 

Sundays. 
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TOXIC HUMAN FOOD FOR DOGS  

CHOCOLATE is very palatable to dogs and can be 

fatal to dogs. Chocolate and cocoa contain 

theobromide, a chemical that adversely affects the 

heart, lungs, kidney and central nervous system and urgent 

veterinary attention is required if your dog eats chocolate. As 

little as 50 grams can poison a small dog.  There are chocolate 

ŦƭŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ŘƻƎ ǘǊŜŀǘǎ ŀƴŘ ΨŘƻƎ ŎƘƻŎǎΩ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řƻ ƴƻǘ 

contain theobromide and are quite safe.  

CAFFEINE can also damage the heart, lungs, 

kidneys and central nervous system of dogs and 

restlessness, hyperactivity and vomiting are the 

first signs of toxicity, followed by panting, weakness, 

staggering gait, increased heart rate, muscle tremors and 

convulsions. Common sources of caffeine include soft drinks, 

coffee beans, coffee grounds and coffee drinks as well as large 

ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘŜŀΦ {ƘŀǊƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ŎŀǇǇǳŎŎƛƴƻ ƻǊ ΨŎǳǇǇŀΩ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ 

dog is not advisable. 

ONIONS and GARLIC are also very poisonous to 

dogs although it is not known what quantity needs 

to be eaten. Onions, in all their forms of raw, 

cooked, dry and powdered are toxic even when they are simply 

an ingredient combined with other foods, such as in soups and 

ŎŀǎǎŜǊƻƭŜǎΦ ²ƘƛƭŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǳǎŜ ƎŀǊƭƛŎ ŀǎ ŀ ΨƴŀǘǳǊŀƭΩ ǿƻǊƳŜǊ 

it can have a cumulative affect. Onions and garlic cause 

hemolytic anemia which is a destruction of the red blood 

cells. Pale gums, vomiting, diarrhea, blood in the urine, rapid 

heartbeat, weakness and lethargy are signs that urgent 

veterinary treatment is required. 

MACADAMIA NUTS may cause vomiting, weakness, 

depression, drunken gait, joint or muscle pain and 

joint swelling within 6 to 24 hours of consumption. 

AVOCADOS contain Persin, which can cause 

vomiting and diarrhea in dogs although it is not 

usually fatal. 

APPLE SEEDS, CHERRY PIPS, PEACH, APRICOT and 

PLUM STONES contain the toxin cyanide. 

Symptoms of cyanide poisoning include vomiting, 

heavy breathing, fast heart rate, cardiac arrhythmias and coma. 

 

XYLITOL is a sugar-free sweetener made from fruit 

and vegetable products and is promoted as a 

natural sweetener having 40% less calories than 

sugar and being without side-effects. It is commonly found in 

ŎƻƴŦŜŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ΨǎǳƎŀǊ-ŦǊŜŜΩ ŦƻƻŘǎ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ŀ 

sugar replacement for domestic use. Although safe and 

approved for human consumption it can cause serious side 

effects in dogs. It stimulates the pancreas to secrete insulin, 

resulting in hypoglycemia (low blood sugar) and can also cause 

severe liver damage. Weakness, a staggering gait, collapse and 

seizures can occur within 30 minutes of consumption. Urgent 

veterinary treatment is imperative 

POTATO PEELINGS, GREEN POTATOES and 

RHUBARB LEAVES contain oxalates, which can 

affect the digestive, nervous and urinary systems. 

TOBACCO contains nicotine, which affects the 

digestive and nervous systems. Symptoms 

include a rapid heart beat, collapse, coma, and 

death. Keep your dog away from ashtrays and cigarette butts. 

ALCOHOL in all its forms, is toxic to dogs. Drunkenness 

with symptoms of staggering, excitement, or 

decreased reflexes, depression, and a slow respiratory 

rate occur, and the dog may go into cardiac arrest.  

HUMAN VITAMINS can cause health problems, 

especially with iron supplements. Dogs have different 

vitamin requirements to humans and supplements 

should only be given with advice from a veterinarian. 

SPOILED or MOLDY FOOD should not be fed to dogs 

as it can cause digestive problems, or in the worse 

cases salmonella with fatal results.  

GRAPES can be toxic to small dogs. Dried grapes 

(raisins and sultanas) are also poisonous and 

symptoms of vomiting, diarrhea, abdominal pain, 

loss of appetite, decreased urine production, weakness and a 

staggering gait usually appear about 24 hours after 

consumption. 

It may seem kind to give your dog some of your tasty meal or share a snack 

together. However, just because some foods may be healthy for you does 

not mean it is good for your pet- you may be killing your pet with kindness. 


